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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues

1.1 To consider a motion on Market Gardens and Urban Farming, which was referred to the
Committee by the Council at its meeting on 3™ February.
2.0 Recommendation
2.1 The Committee is requested to:
o Consider the motion and if the proposal is agreed a report on how this would be
facilitated, resourced and managed will be brought back.
3.0 Main Report
3.1 At the Council meeting on 3rd February, the following motion was proposed by Councillor de

Faoite and seconded by Councillor McKeown:

“This Council:




notes the objectives of the Growing Communities Strategy 2012 — 2022,
which include supporting environmental sustainability and the
development of the social economy;

recognises that, as society continues to care more about how food is
produced, processed and transported, market gardens and urban farming

are increasingly popular alternatives for climate-conscious consumers;

further recognises that market gardens and urban farming align closely
with the three pillars of sustainable development: they contribute to
production; they boost social integration; and they improve our

environment and general health;

acknowledges that market gardens and urban farming can play a positive
role in supporting the development of environmental and agricultural

education at all levels; and

resolves to work with all relevant partners to establish an urban farm for
community use and market garden development on an existing site within
the Belfast City Council land bank, using revenue raised by the disposal

of other sites.”

3.2 | In accordance with Standing Order 13(f), the motion was referred without debate to the
Strategic Policy and Resources Committee.
Financial and Resource Implications

3.3 None associated with this report.
Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment

3.4 None

4.0 Appendices - Documents Attached

None




